Protection of the right internal mammary artery in the retrosternal position with stented grafts.
One of the limiting factors for the use of the right internal mammary artery as a pedicle graft to the anterolateral vessels of the left coronary system is the necessary midline crossover and the close proximity to the sternum. In this setting, the right internal mammary artery pedicle is at increased risk of injury during sternal reentry and dissection. A technique is described where stented polytetrafluoroethylene grafts were used to shield right internal mammary artery pedicles. There were no operative deaths or polytetrafluoroethylene-related complications. The right internal mammary artery was patent with its target vessel well perfused in 6 restudied patients.